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The Closing f ear. 
Lives, tie Mid, are albums, 

Written through and through ; 
Every page bear* record 

Of the deeds we do. 
Whether good or evil, 

Each day la a leaf ; 
Upon which 1* penciled 

All oar joy and Brief. 
At) the foaa we've vanquished, 

Alt the victortee won ; 
Till the laet pace doses 

With life's setting sun. 

-Nellie V. Mayhew. 


Frem Nebraska to Pennsy I vania. 
Minister* exchange pulpits 
aoroetimes for the mutual benefit 
of themselves and their congre- 
gations. It is not altogether a 
change of pulpits however, be- 
tween Bro. DeBolt and myself 
that he wrote from Pennsylvania 
to Nebraska and I now write 
from Nebraska to Pennsylvania, 
yet there ia a little resemblenoe 
in it for the general observer and 
very much more for especially 
DeBolt and myself, than the 
general observer will observe 
iind more than I would wish to 
convey the general reader with- 
out Bro. Deficit's consent. On 
the afternoon of December the 28, 
leaving DeBolt to fight the cold 
waves, blizzards and so forth, I 
boarded the train of the "Burling- 
ton Route" at Falls City for the 
city of Chicago. This road is one 
of the beat lines in the United 
States. The car in which I 
traveled was furnished with. re- 
clining chair cars which are a 
luxurious seat in day time and a 
comfortable couch at night. The 
cars have double windows and 
heavy curtains to prevent cold 
draughts, they are heated by 
steam and lighted by electricity, 
and have the elegance and con- 
fort* of a parlor. The run from 
Atchison to Chicago was made 
from 6 p. m. to 8 a. m. the next 
morning, and during the trip the 
thermometer along the route in- 
dicated from ten t > twelve below 
zero, yet inside that car no one 
would have suspected any severi 
ty of weather. I shall always 
take this route in preference to 
tny others. I spent from morn- 
ing to evening in the great city 
of Chicago, but did not visit any 
places of interest. From Chicago 
I traveled over the Chicago and 
Atlantic which is the beet route 
from that place to Ashland, as it 
-connects with the N, T. P. A 0. 
at Marion and takes you direct to 
Ashland without change of cars. 
As I neared Ashland on Friday 
morning I allowed my imagina- 
tions to feast npon the happy 
meeting with the brethren and 
friends there and especially with 
brother Beer who I confidently 
expected to meet and greet. In 
the latter I was disappointed, 
however, and it was a very sore 
disappointment to me indeed, 
but like All other things we can- 
not chengejor hinder, I yielded 
to the inevitable aa submissively 
and gracefully aa possible. I 
found brother Garber at work aa 
usual. The only time Bro. Gar- 
bar ia not at work ia when he 
eats or sleeps. I wonder how 
many of the Evahoilibt readers 
appreciate when they read the 
paper, the patience, industry and 
self sacrificing devotion to the 
cause of Christ which is exercis- 


ed by our brother Garber. While 
at Ashland, in connection with 
taking a look at the Evangelist 
office, and business interest of 
the Publishing House, I shared 
the hospitalities of brethren Gar- 
ner, II. E. Myers, D. J. Myers, 
Bro. Shook, at the College 
Boarding Hall, Prof. Perry, Sla- 
ter Bruuaker, and Bro. Mason, 
Sister Perry teach ea her classes 
in the College, while brother 
Perry preaches the gospel. In 
them we have a whole household 
devoted to the work of the Mas- 
ter. Bro. Bailey ia also teaching 
in the College, besides attending 
to hie business in the Centennial 
Store. 

I waa pleased to find everybody 
with whom I met, students, citi- 
zens, and brethren speaking well 
of the Faculty and Boarding 
HaI), and general management 
of Ashland College. The stu- 
dents are a bright intelligent 
class of young men and women 
who will be educated here under 
the guidance, religion, developing 
at once the whole man, physical, 
moral and mental, and thus fully 
equipped, and qualified they will 
bless, by their labors, the world, 
in the sphere of existence in 
which tbey will move. 

Brother and sister Mason will 
move to Dayton soon. The fact 
of brother Mason having taken a 
wife will not prevent him from 
doing piles of work, for which 
he has unlimited resources and 
capacity. 

I had dropped a note to broth- 
er Brown and expected to meet 
the true and tried veteran in 
Ashland, but I did no't. I only 
heard of hie zealous and efficient 
labor in the Miami Valley. 
Speaking of Bro. Brown reminds 
me of Pennsylvania where Bro. 
Brown has been known ever 
since he hegau his ministry and 
where he is very popular. So 
thinking of Bro, Brown I started 
for the old Keystone State on 
Tuesday the 8rii ol Jan., arriv- 
ing at Berlin the next day, and 
proceeded to the home of our 
aged brother Samuel Forney, 
where I met his daughter Annie, 
who has kiudly consented to 
share with me my joys aud my 
sorrows, and my labors through 
life. Brother Knepperwith usu- 
al punctuality at 4 o'clock, "ex- 
actly," on Thursday January 5th, 
in tones of deepest pathos pro- 
nounced us husband and wife, 
and now I shall conclude my 
article from Nebraska to Penn- 
sylvania, and. we will now pro- 
ceed from Pennsylvania to Ne- 
braska. 

S. L. Yodbb. 


Campbell, Mich. 
My last article w«s written 
from Pleaaant Hill, 0., where we 
had a meeting in progress nearly 
two weeks. We closed our meet- 
ing on Friday evening, Dec. 28, 
with three accessions; two by 
baptism and one by relation, with 
the interest increasing, and the 
prospect for a glorious revival 
good. We have reason to hope 
that in the future, much that 
was left undone, will be realized 
in the way of receiving thoee that 
were so near the kingdom, and 
yet were not brought is. The 


meeting should hawe been con- 
tinued another week at least, but 
1 had promised to come here, to 
Campbell, Mich., And had disap- 
pointed them once. So I con- 
cluded to leave the work At 
Pleasant Hill, with the brethren 
and in God's band*, trusting that 
the bright prospects of our meet- 
ing would yet be realized. The 
meeting seemed to be of great 
benefit to the ch uroh and I hope 
will prove to be such. Our stay 
among the brethren was of the 
most pleaaant character. Tbey 
treated me so royally that I could 
scarcely leave them. It will be 
impossible for me to make men- 
tion of all with whom I visited, 
I had my home principally with 
Bro. Oaka and family, whose 
hospitality is good enongh for 
any preacher. In fact it seems 
the whole membership ia imbued 
with this same spirit ot hospital- 
ity and liberality towards their 
preachers. I waa the recipient 
of some very useful presents that 
the members gave me, for which 
they have my thanks, and which 
I appreciate most highly. The 
church at Pleasant Bill has one 
of the best Sunday Schools I 
ever visited. It ia evergreen, or 
will be, as they only organized 
last spring, and their success is 
certainly gratifying, and en- 
couraging. One notable feature 
ot this school, and the services 
ia, the prominentyart-thB little 
girls take. They sit on the first 
seats in front of the pulpit, and 
oh ! how sweetly they do sing, 
and how prompt tbey are. 
When I stand before them, arid 
look into their sweet smiling 
faces, and when I realize that iu 
them lies the future hope of the 
church, I feel like saying, breth 
reu, guard them carefully. The 
church gave the Sunday School 
a Christmas treat on Christmas 
eve., which no doubt was highly 
appreciated by the little folks. 
I was sorry I oonld not remain 
with them over Christmas. As 
it wae, on Friday evening after 
meeting, Bro. Bcitmau and sister 
Ella, his wife and myself, started 
for Troy, Ohio, where I took the 
train lor Michigan. I left Troy 
shortly after 1 o'clock, via Tole>- 
do, Detroit and Jackson for 
Hastings, Mich., where I arrived 
on Saturday evening about 4 
o'clock, 12 miles from Campbell, 
where our meetings tro now in 
progress. What the result of 
onr meetings will be here at this 
place we can not tell yet, but the 
Lord certainly has a few names 
here, and we expect to organize 
a new Brethren church before I 
leave. We are having good 
weather for meetings, with fair 
sleighing and good congregations 
and the prospects are some good 
will be done. To Bro. Palmer 
and the brethren at Warsaw, 
Ind., I will say, I am sorry I did 
not get to your place as I much 
desired to do. 
The marriage of Bro. Mason took 
ns a little by surprise after all, 
though we were looking tor it. 
Here's oar best wishes Bro, Ed. 
Deo. 26, 1887. 

^~ ~~ 
I do not know whether I can 

boil dowo my correspondence to 

a proper consistency or not, aa 


my cup is full and boiling over, 
and I will write as tbe spirit 
moves. 

On Sunday evening, Deo. 26th, 
we began a meeting at this place 
and have bad meeting every 
evening since, and a few times 
we had day meetings. Our meet- 
ings have been well attended and 
the interest has been excellent. 
The weather has been very unfa- 
vorable part of the time, bnt 
when the weather was fair the 
house was crowded. In this 
community, aa in many other 
places, the effect ot Annual 
Meeting or Elder Rule ie plainly 
to be seen, and especially the de- 
moralising influences of Annual 
Meeting mandates. There is a 
class ol people here in Michigan 
that believe in the gospel ol 
Christ as the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that be- 
lieves it, bnt who would never 
bow to Annual Meeting. So I 
began to present the Brethren's 
creed — the gospel, and as a re 
suit, eight came out yesterday 
and shook oft Annual Meeting 
yoke and declared in favor of 
the gospel- alone. So there ia 
another Brethren church organ- 
ized in Michigan. We did not 
fully complete the organization 
yet, as there are others who no 
doubt will come, and* we have 
reason to say there will also be 
some conversions yet before the 
meeting clones. We expect to 
fully organize before I leave, and 
then I will publish a full account 
of this new plant. The prospects 
for a strong Brethren church 
here is good, and we look for 
good results. 

Isaac Kilhbpnek. , 

Jan. 6, 1888. 


Far men* vl lie, Ohio. 

Owing to my unsettled condi- 
tion I have delayed this commu- 
nication until, now. There is 
much that might be said of the 
work at Farmersville, Winches- 
ter and West Alexandria, hut I 
must abridge. Tbe "dollar 
scheme" was not yet fully devel- 
oped when I Ii'lt. Just what has 
been done toward it I am unable 
to report, only that Farmersville 
with its thirty or forty members 
will have fifty dollars for the 
College. 

At Farmersville a "protracted 
effort" was held which resulted 
in seven additions to the Farm- 
ersville congregation. Two of 
them came by letter. 

Bro. J. M. Tombaugh assisted 
in the work. He preaches very 
able sermons and is one of the 
most scholarly men in the broth- 
erhood. No congregation needs 
to be ashamed of his work and 
what ever congregation secures 
him will be fortunate. We had 
a very pleasant time together 
and I hope that we may in the 
future Again associate. 

We held a love feast at Farm- 
ersville some days after the meet- 
ings which was much enjoyed. 
As many as could be expected 
under the short notice, commun- 
ed. This communion service was 
the first I ever participated in 
where knives and forks were dis- 
pensed with and I can heartily 
recommend this feature. While 
supper was being eaten I did not 


hear that clatter and clashing of 
knives, forks and dishes that is 
common at feasts, and I really' 
turned arouned to see whether 
any body was eating. It was so 
quiet. This is one step in the 
right direction. 

At Winchester and West Al- 
exandria I held no services bnt 
the regular appointments or aa 
nearly the regular appointments 
as I could. At both these points 
they are building new houses and 
will not hold revival services un- 
til they are completed, their pres- 
ent accommodations not being 
what they should be for that 
work. 

Taking all in All I had an en- 
joyable time in the "Valley." 1 
made many friends there or at 
least tbey seem to be friends. 
Bro. "Josh" Gilbert was especial- 
ly friendly. He gave me a very 
good overcoat, a present. May 
he serve the Lord. The over- 
coat will serve me. I am also 
indebted to the Farmersville 
people for a good suit of clothes 
and other things. To make a 
long story short, the Farmersville 
people is a jolly good people. 
Bo are they also at Winchester 
and West Alexandria. May the 
God ol peace be with that people. 
May they love one another much 
and God with all their hearts. 
Farewell. 

On my way to Milford I stop- 
ped at Bro. Sam Deifenbangh's, 
my Perry Co., home. I found all 
well, and happy. I also called at 
Bro. Roberts. Preached at North 
Liberty on Christmas "morning 
and at Ankenytown in the even- 
ing. I am much pleased to see 
the work coining up under Bro, 
W. O. Perry's administration. 
May prosperity be theirs. 

At Mansfield, O , I met my 
wife and traveled with her to 
Milford, Ind., where we locate. 

A. A . COBER. 


V ill en, Pa. 

December 31, according to 
previous arrangement, I left 
home to fill my regular appoint- 
ments iu Armstrong Co., being 
every eight weeks. I was sorry 
to find the appointments badly 
coufuaed. Hope it will not hap- 
pen so again. Finite beingB can 
only he in one place at a time. 
Don't forget that please. 

Owing to the inclemency ot tbe 
weather and some mistake in an- 
nouncements, the Glade Run 
congregations were small, but at 
Brush Valley the house was al- 
most lull. 

I will now answer an oft-re- 
peated question. As I can 
not answer personally, I will ans- 
wer in general. 

The question is : Why don't 
you hold some meetings 'I Now 
I'll tell you why. I labored in 
one congregation two years and 
received fifty cts. This year I 
thought I would make a change, 
but for the worse. I now lack 
several dollars of my expenses. 
So to earn my bread I obligated 
myself to teach this winter and 
am tied for this time. Bnt as 
soon aa I get another start finan- 
cially I will try and hold a few 
meetings while the money lasts. 
Now you will see I am doing 
what I can. I average one ser- 
mon each week. I may go vol- 
untarily into the evangelistic deld 
by May, 1888. 

S. H. Smith. 


